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1. Introduction 
 
Countries and organisations throughout the world have invested considerably in public sector 
research, and are continuing to do, so in order to develop biotechnological applications that meet a 
variety of crucial needs such as strengthening the sustainable production of food, feed and fibre, 
addressing water shortage, and improving health care and environmental protection.  
 
The extent to which modern biotechnology will be able to achieve these goals will depend to a 
large extent on the regulatory regimes that apply to biotechnology and on the way in which they 
are implemented. These national regulations in turn are strongly influenced by international 
agreements, particularly the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. This Protocol was negotiated 
between 1995 and 2000, adopted in January 2000, and came into force in September 2003. The 
first Meeting of the Parties (MOP1) took place in February 2004 in Kuala Lumpur and MOP2 is 
scheduled for May - June 2005.  
 
A central aim of the negotiations was to involve all stakeholders. Records of the negotiations show 
that NGOs and the private sector were indeed well represented. However, the public research 
sector involved in developing biotechnological applications, which includes over a hundred 
thousand researchers of thousands governmental, academic and international research institutions 
in developing and developed countries, was not represented in any significant or organised way 
during the negotiations or during MOP1.  
 
As a result, the public research sector has been not able to provide scientific input for the benefit of 
the negotiations nor to express its views about the effectiveness and workability of the provisions 
of the Protocol. Another consequence of the absence of the public research sector during the 
negotiations is the persistence of the misconception that modern biotechnology, and in particular 
its agricultural application, is the exclusive domain of a handful of big, western multinationals.  
 
The initiative described below proposes to offer a forum for the public research sector to be 
involved in the forthcoming Meetings of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety in May 
2005 and related meetings.  
 
 
2. Approach of the initiative.  
 
The initiative consists of three phases:  
 

Phase 1: Raising awareness among the public research community about the issue. 
Phase 2: Involvement of the public research sector in MOP2 ( 31 May – 3 June 2005)  
Phase 3: Organised involvement of the public research sector in subsequent MOPs. 
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Phase 1: Raising awareness with the public research sector. 
 
In the period June 2004 to October 2004, awareness of the issue was raised by, among other ways, 
presenting and discussing it in a national and international meetings, such as:  
 

- BioAlexandria, (April 2004, Alexandria, Egypt) 
- Summer Course Biosafety IPBO Program (August 2004, Gent, Belgium), 
- ABIC 2004, (September 12-14, 2004, Cologne, Germany) 
- 8th International Symposium on the Biosafety of Genetically Modified Organisms (26 –31 

September, 2004, Montpellier, France) 
- The Technology Platform 'Plants for the Future', (19-20 October 2004, Brussels, Belgium) 
- The National Academies conference ‘Global Challenges for Guiding and Managing 

Biological Technologies’ (25-26 October 2004, Washington, USA). 
 
The private sector has made a small fund available to cover some of the costs for these awareness 
raising activities.  
 
The feedback from these meetings shows a broad consensus that the public research sector needs 
to be more strongly involved in the ongoing discussions on the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety 
and its implementation in regional and national legislation, and that an initiative such as this is 
considered very welcome.  
 
Following the very positive feedback of this first phase, the Steering Committee decided to expand 
to include public research sector scientists from all regions of the world. A Foundation named 
Public Research and Regulation was established in the Netherlands for the purpose of executing 
this initiative. In the name of this foundation a bank account is opened to handle funds. A website 
was set up to promote and give information on this initiative (www.pubresreg.org). This web site 
also contains a list of public research sector scientists and other interested people and organisations 
who support the initiative and who have offered to provide guidance and support.  
 
Starting in December 2004, Governments, international organisations and the private sector have 
been, and will be, approached with requests for funding of Phase 2 of this initiative. 
 
 
Phase 2: Involvement of the public research sector in MOP2. 
 
The aim of this second phase is, subject to the availability of sufficient funds, to provide a forum 
for public sector scientists to participate in MOP2. To ensure that scientists can make optimal use 
of their participation in MOP2, an introductory seminar will be held on 3-4 March 2005.  
 
Introductory seminar, 3-4 March, 2005, Donald Danforth Plant Science Center. 
 
A seminar will be held on 3-4 March 2005 for scientists from public research institutions from 
developing and developed countries in which they will be informed about the background, content 
and implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety as well as about the ongoing 
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discussions in the Meeting of the Parties. For this purpose, the Steering Committee will prepare a 
number of presentations and discussion documents with back ground information and practical 
guidance.  
 
This seminar will also include case studies illustrating how the Biosafety Protocol, and biosafety 
regulations in general, relate to the day-to-day practice of public research. A detailed agenda for 
this seminar will be made available on www.pubresreg.org in the near future. 
 
The seminar will be held at ad with the support of the Donald Danforth Plant Science Center, a 
non-profit research institute in Saint Louis, USA. It is envisaged that the participants will take 
home the material presented and discussed in the seminar to sensitise colleagues in their countries 
and regions. Contact person for this seminar is Piet van der Meer (see below under point 3 
'Organisation'). Public research sector scientists and institutions with an interest in this subject are 
warmly welcome to participate in this meeting. 
  
As regards funding, the Steering Committee is of the view that, given that this initiative offers an 
opportunity for public research institutions to be better prepared for future regulatory 
developments, participants are in principle expected to cover their own costs. However, aware that 
some research institutions - in particular in developing countries - have very limited funds, the 
costs of travel and accommodation for a limited number of participants will be covered by the 
funds that are made available to the Steering Committee by Governments, international 
organizations and the private sector. The Steering Committee is pleased to announce that already 
early 2005, sufficient funds had been pledged to cover costs of about 20 participants. In allotting 
these funds, priority will be given to public research sector scientists who are committed to 
volunteer time to further this initiative and who intend to participate in MOP2. In the case that 
more eligible people apply than funds are available, a "first come-first-served" procedure will be 
applied, whereby the Steering Committee will seek to have the attendance of at least 5 scientists 
from each region in the world.  The conference language will be in English. 
 
Those interested in participating in this introductory seminar need to send an email before 31 
January 2005 to: pietvandermeer@cs.com and kim.meulenbroeks@pubresreg.org, indicating 
whether 1) they also intend to participate in MOP2, 2) whether they request that their costs for 
travel and/or accommodation be covered, and – if so – what the costs are for the cheapest economy 
round trip to Saint Louis, USA. Participants will receive by mid February a formal invitation 
which may be needed to obtain visa, a provisional program, as well as an indication as to whether 
their costs for travel and accommodation can partially or entirely be covered by funds made 
available to the Steering Committee. 
  
Participation in MOP2 (30 May – 3 June 2005).  
 
On 28 - 29 May 2005, the weekend before MOP2, a second 2-day seminar will be held for public 
research scientists, providing reinforcement of the first seminar, an update of new developments 
and further preparation for participation in MOP2.  
 
Public research scientists are offered the opportunity to participate in MOP2 under the umbrella of 
the Public Research and Regulation Foundation by, inter alia, presenting the objectives and state 
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of their research in side events, and as observers to the actual negotiations with the usual 
mechanisms to provide input. In addition to the 2 day seminar preceding the MOP, the Steering 
Committee will remain available throughout MOP2 to provide public research sector with support. 
 
Requests for funding to cover costs for participation in the seminar and in MOP2 have been and 
will be submitted to governmental and other relevant organisations. In allocating the funds that 
will be made available for this purpose to the Steering Committee, similar rules will apply as with 
the meeting on March 3-4, whereby priority will be given to public research scientists that have 
participated in the meeting on March 3-4. 
 
Those interested in participating in this second seminar and in MOP2 need to send an email before 
15 March 2004 to: pietvandermeer@cs.com and kim.meulenbroeks@pubresreg.org, indicating 
whether they request that their costs for travel and/or accommodation be covered, and – of so – 
what the costs are for the cheapest economy round trip to Montreal, Canada.  
 
 
Phase 3: Structured involvement of the public research sector in following MOPs.  
 
Based on the feedback and results of Phase 2, Phase 3 will focus on a continuous, structured 
involvement of the public research sector in discussions on the Biosafety Protocol and related 
meetings. This will be done, for example, through working groups, scheduled meetings, 
newsletters, position papers, etc. Based on the results of the second phase, an assessment will also 
be made as regards the funds required for the third phase of this initiative, and requests for funds 
will be submitted to governmental and other relevant organisations. 
 
One proposal for a 3-year project to this effect has already been submitted to the European 
Commission in the context of 6th Framework Programme, under “Integrating and Strengthening 
the European Research Area”, Thematic Priority 5: 'Food quality and safety'. This project, has the 
overall aim of informing and involving the public research sector in the further development of the 
Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. The project will carry out three main work streams directed to 
the scientific community, the Cartagena Protocol, and the EU regulatory framework. The main 
focus of the project will be the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety extending to its implementation in 
regional regulations and related issues. The SSA proposal PURE SABRE has in a first round been 
evaluated by the European Commission, and a revised proposal will be re-submitted for the next 
call in June in Food Quality and Safety. Contact person for this proposal is David Bennett, Delft 
University of Technology, email: David.Bennett@pubresreg.org.  
 
Other organisations and Governments will also be approached with requests to contribute to 
funding required for Phase 3.  
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3. Organisation, coordination and further contacts  
 
This initiative is coordinated by a Steering Committee, of which currently the members are:  
 

- Prof. Philip J Dale, former Leader of the Genetic Modification and Biosafety Research 
Group, John Innes Centre, United Kingdom (chairman of the Steering Committee)  

- Prof. Atanas Atanassov, Director of the AgriBiotech Institute of Bulgaria. 
- Dr. Roger Beachy, Donald Danforth Plant Science Center, St-Louis, USA  
- Willy de Greef, Institute for Plant Biotechnology for Developing Countries (IPBO) and 

International Biotech Regulatory Services (IBRS), Belgium (vice-chair) 
- Prof. Calestous Juma, Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University, USA 
- Drs. Piet van der Meer, esq., Horizons sprl, Belgium (vice-chair) 
- Prof. Marc van Montagu, Institute for Plant Biotechnology for Developing Countries 

(IPBO), Belgium. 
- Prof. Paul S. Teng, Nanyang Technological University, National Institute of Education, 

Singapore. 
 
The Steering Committee will be further expanded to include public research sector scientists from 
all regions of the world. 
 
Contact persons for the Steering Committee are Willy de Greef (ibsr@telenet.be) and Piet van der 
Meer (pietvandermeer@cs.com).  
 
For the execution of this initiative, a foundation has been established in the Netherlands with the 
name “Public Research and Regulation”, and with the objective to involve the public research 
sector in regulations relevant to the development and application of biotechnology.  
 
Administrative and logistical support for this initiative is provided, through Delft University of 
Technology, by Dr. David Bennett and Mrs. Kim Meulenbroeks. Contact references: 
kim.meulenbroeks@pubresreg.org, Phone: +31-15-212-7800, Fax:+31-15-212-7111. 
 
Updates of this initiative, including the list of people who endorse it, will be made available on 
www.pubresreg.org.  
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